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Do you get tired of searching for a Mechanics’ Lien Agent (MLA) only to find yourself with dozens of results, or even 
worse, none at all?  Here are some tips for searching LiensNC.Com that should make your life a little bit easier. 
 

1) LiensNC.com uses “Boolean logic”, meaning you must enter your information in a very specific way.   
 

a. If you want to search for items together use “AND” in capital letters between the 
criteria.  Similarly, if you’d like to search for two items individually use “OR” in capital letters 
between criteria. Ex: “Braswell AND Teague”, “Teague OR Stonewater” 
 

b. To search for a multi-word criteria enter these words with quotation marks, such as “Braswell 
Custom Homes” or “412 Teague”.  Again, don’t get too wordy as it may confuse your search 
further, but if there are many similar results a search using an additional connected word may 
prove useful.  Ex: “Wake Forest” 
 

c. Do not use basic words like “Drive”, “Road”, “North”, “East”, etc.  Keep the criteria comprised of 
catch-words that are most specific. 

 
d. Technically speaking, LiensNC.com is a database of land units, not ownership, which means the 

primary information is going to be the parcel information, not the owner.  However, using the 
owner’s or builder’s name usually gets the results you need if the MLA was appointed for a 
development or construction project, so don’t rule out using it as a key criteria. You can also try 
the Entry Number if one is given.  

 
Let’s use the following property as an example: 412 Teague Street, Wake Forest, NC; Lot 82, Stonewater Subdivision  

 
2) Follow the K.I.S.S. rule – Keep It Simple.  But also be specific.  If you aren’t specific you may end up with 

too many results to sort through.  Search too specifically and you may have no results whatsoever.  Stick to 
only two (2) pieces of criteria at a time – start with the name of the owner/builder and the street name – 
“Braswell AND Teague”.  This may bring up multiple Lots, but it would be confined to just those on that 
street owned by that builder, which should be manageable.  If you don’t find it there, go to another variable 
– “412 AND Teague”.  If it is still not found, try street and subdivision – “Teague AND Stonewater”, and so 
on.  You can use any information available to you. If you cannot locate it after 3-4 attempts it likely means 
either a) an MLA has not yet been appointed or b) it was appointed using outdated or incorrect information. 

 
3) Once you have located the MLA you are searching for, now what?  There are two key elements when 

searching for the purposes of a construction loan: a) when was the MLA appointed (before or after closing) 
and b) are there any Potential Lien Claimants (PLCs) who have a Related Filing under that MLA?  Items to 
remember are: 
 

a. The MLA should be appointed as soon as construction is contemplated and can be appointed by 
any person who has an interest in the real property improved and for whom an improvement is 
made and who ordered the improvement to be made. "Owner" includes successors in interest of 
the owner and agents of the owner acting within their authority.  (Please see NC Lien Statutes to 
know for which projects an MLA is required.) 

b. PLCs are treated as individual contractors, not sub-contractors and include anyone contracted by 
the seller OR buyer/builder, even if before closing or the commencement of work. 

c. Once an MLA has been appointed you will need to use one or more of the following forms 
depending on the situation: NCLTA Forms 5 (Owner Affidavit), 6 (Contractor Lien Waiver) and/or 7 
(Contractor Subordination).  If you have a question about which particular form applies in a given 
situation, just give us a call. 

 
A BIG “Thank You” to our Commercial Underwriter (and Ms. LiensNC) Angela Curtis for putting these tips together. 
 
If you have any question about any of the items listed here please feel free to give us a call. 
 


